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Socialization is the process of exposing your puppy to new things 
and experiences in a positive way and at your puppy’s pace.

How to Do It
Go to puppy socials where:

1) scared puppies get to hide, &
2) experienced trainers supervise

Visit a hardware store when it’s
not busy

Hang out a comfortable distance
from a playground

Pro-tip: Kids screaming = TREATS!

Play tug while listening to a cd of
construction sounds at a low volume

Why It Matters
Puppies who aren’t socialized to many different
people, dogs, objects, places, and sounds will
likely be fearful (and possibly aggressive) when
they’re older.

It is MUCH harder 
to remove fear thanto prevent it.

Puppies who are positively exposed to a great
variety of novel stimuli before 12-16 weeks of
age are more likely to feel comfortable around
new things they encounter in the future.

The Take-Away
A puppy that is thoroughly socialized at a young age is: 

 much less likely to develop behavior problems1.
 more likely to become a confident, well-adjusted adult.2.


